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Over the past few weeks there have been a number of demands 
for the internet giants to be more accountable for their actions. 
Along with a number of pressure groups, Kindled Spirit has been 
campaigning for a change in the law, which makes the internet 
giants responsible for content published on their platforms. 
This has been a long campaign in the US involving Senator 
John McCain, but really only began last year here in the UK. Put 
simply, for many years the internet giants have been resisting 
change, claiming that they only provide the means and not the 
content, which has meant that a number of their platforms have 
been used to facilitate child trafficking. Over the years many 
thousands of young girls have been sold for sex via the internet, 
all of this brought to the attention of the general public in the 
documentary ‘My Name Is Jane Doe’, available on Netflix. In the 
US the law is about to change, but what about the UK? – read a 
recent article published in The Sunday Times cont. Page 3

Stop Press
since the article was written The Sunday Times is now reporting that Shaun Sawyer, Chief Constable of Devon and 
Cornwall and the lead on human trafficking and modern day slavery is urging victims to sue firms for human rights 
abuses because of the internet giants failure to clean up the net.



Editor Note

Recently Kindled Spirit has been issued an Equivalency 
Determination certificate by NGOsource in the US. 
This effectively means that even though we are a UK registered charity, we are now recognised in the US as if we were 
registered there. This means that prospective US donors can obtain our details through the charity database held by 
NGOsource, this will also help companies with their charitable tax filings.

ED Certification

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2018, just like the 
previous edition we have so many exciting and diverse 
articles in this newsletter. A recent article published in 
The Sunday Times and reproduced here, demonstrates 
the importance and power of pressure groups, holding 
government to account, in this case the US government. 
For nearly 20 years campaigners tried to get the internet 
giants to be accountable for what is published on their 
technology platforms – read more in the article and how 
the US decision impacts the UK.

We are now recognised by the US tax authorities as if we 
are a US charity for tax relief purposes for individuals 
and corporates. We give you re-assurance around the 
limited personal data we hold on you and we also want 
to re-assure our sponsors that Kindled Spirit is managed 
well and is completely transparent, all of this in light of 
the recent scandals hitting the charity sector.

Please do continue to support us, working with our 
partner in Mumbai, we achieve great things for some of 
the most vulnerable girls in our society.

Enjoy the read.

Dilip Jina



Internet giants were accused of 
profiting from sex trafficking in 
Britain last night as security chiefs 
warned of a new wave of “pop up 
brothels” sweeping the country.
The National Crime Agency 
(NCA) last night accused firms 
such as Google and Facebook 
of “making profits” from the 
trafficking of vulnerable women, 
many of whom end up in 
temporary sex clubs and massage 
parlours that have sprung up 
around the country.
 The agency’s “modern slavery 
tsar” said web companies have 
become the “key enabler for the 
sexual exploitation of trafficked 
victims in the UK” and demanded 
action.
 “Pop-up” sex clubs have 
been discovered in Cornwall, 
Cambridge, Swindon and holiday 
cottages in the Peak District, 
which recently enraged the Bishop 
of Derby, Alastair Redfern.
 The Sunday Times also found 
three such clubs operating last 
week in luxury flats near Hyde 
Park, central London.
 Theresa May was briefed on the 
growth of online sex trafficking 
on Wednesday at a meeting of 
the modern slavery taskforce — 
established by the prime minister.
 Last night senior government 

sources said ministers are 
considering new laws to make 
internet giants such as Google and 
Facebook liable when 
human traffickers use their sites to 
“pimp” their victims to potential 
clients.
 Downing  Street  officials  said 
that May and Matt Hancock, 
the secretary of state for digital, 
culture, media and sport, are 
examining landmark legislation 
being passed in America that 
for the first time would make 
technology firms and social media 
giants responsible if they publish 
content that leads to trafficking.
 In a statement issued by 
Downing Street, May said: 
“Modern slavery destroys the lives 
of some of the most vulnerable in 
our society. All too often we see 
criminal gangs coerce people with 
false promises of a better life, only 
to treat their victims as 
commodities for sexual 
exploitation.
 “As the hosts of user-generated 
content, internet companies 
can and should be doing more 
to prevent  trafficking-related  
material   from   appearing on their 
platforms.”
 Will Kerr, the NCA’s head of 
vulnerabilities, said: “People are 
using the internet and social media 
sites to enable sexual exploitation 
and trafficking.

 “It is clear that the internet 
platforms which host and make a 
profit out of this type of material 
need to do more to identify and 
stop these forms of exploitation.”
 The US laws, which were resisted 
for months by  the Internet 
Association, an organisation 
funded by Google, Facebook and 
others, will overturn more than 20 
years of blanket immunity afforded 
to web companies that profit from 
criminality on their sites.
 It means that if people advertise 
the services of trafficked women 
and children and clients find them 
using Google or Facebook, the 
tech giants could be criminally 
liable.
The legislation, which is expected 
to pass through the Senate 
shortly, makes firms liable if 
they “knowingly assist, support 
or facilitate” content that leads 
to trafficking. It was brought 
in specifically in response 
to Backpage.com, which has 
been labelled a “hub of human 
trafficking, especially the 
trafficking of minors”.
 Last week the UK version of 
the listings site was still hosting 
hundreds of explicit postings for 
sexual services in Britain. Many 
were also cross-listed on Facebook.
 The tech giants have spent
millions on lobbyists to water 
down and delay the new US

internet regulations in the name of 
free speech. Facebook and other 
web companies backed down 
late last year and agreed with 
amendments to the legislation, 
although Google still believes that 
Backpage.com should be targeted 
with the existing laws.
 This weekend senior sources 
in both Downing Street and the 
Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport said they are 
“looking at” whether and how to 
replicate the action in the UK, 
but pointed out that this can be 
done only when it leaves the EU 
in March 2019. A Downing Street 
source said: “We are looking 
at this. The prime minister has 
made clear that Brexit gives us 
opportunities and one of the areas 
where we might diverge from EU 
rules is in the digital arena.”
 Some cases involving traffickers’ 
use of internet sites to commit 
their crimes have recently passed 
through the UK courts.
 Last May David Archer was 
jailed for 13 years for running a 
£16m prostitution empire using an 
adult website that can be accessed 
via Google and Facebook.
 The Essex property tycoon 
trafficked “vulnerable” women into 
the UK and put them to work in a 
string of hotels and brothels.
 Their services were advertised 
on a website called AdultWork, 
which is freely available on Google 
and has a community page on 
Facebook that features scantily 
clad photographs of women.
 This weekend a Westminster 
council taskforce revealed that it 
had uncovered three luxury flats 
in the London borough being used 
as “pop-up brothels”. Investigators 
found that the properties were 
booked and advertised to clients 
using websites.
 It is understood that Google 
does not profit from AdultWork 
as it has a zero-tolerance policy 
for adverts that promote escort 
services and prostitution.
 Facebook said it welcomed the 
new US legislation.

@TomJHarper
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No 10 plans 
to act on 
brothels
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legislation, although Google 
still believes that 
Backpage.com should be 
targeted with the existing 
laws.
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sources in both Downing 
Street and the Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media 
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the UK, but pointed out that 
this can be done only when it 

leaves the EU in March 2019. 
A Downing Street source said: 
“We are looking at this. The 
prime minister has made 
clear that Brexit gives us 
opportunities and one of the 
areas where we might diverge 
from EU rules is in the digital 
arena.”

Some cases involving 
traffickers’ use of internet 
sites to commit their crimes 
have recently passed through 
the UK courts. 

Last May David Archer was
jailed for 13 years for running 
a £16m prostitution empire 
using an adult website that 
can be accessed via Google 
and Facebook.

The Essex property tycoon
trafficked “vulnerable” 
women into the UK and put 
them to work in a string of 
hotels and brothels. 

Their services were 

advertised on a website called 
AdultWork, which is freely 
available on Google and has a 
community page on 
Facebook that features 
scantily clad photographs of 
women.

This weekend a 
Westminster council 
taskforce revealed that it had 
uncovered three luxury flats 
in the London borough being 
used as “pop-up brothels”. 
Investigators found that the 
properties were booked and 
advertised to clients using 
websites. 

It is understood that 
Google does not profit from 
AdultWork as it has a 
zero-tolerance policy for 
adverts that promote escort 
services and prostitution.

Facebook said it welcomed
the new US legislation.
@TomJHarper
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Internet giants were accused of
profiting from sex trafficking in
Britain last night as security chiefs
warned of a new wave of “pop-up
brothels” sweeping the country.

The National Crime Agency
(NCA) last night accused firms such
as Google and Facebook of “mak-
ing profits” from the trafficking of
vulnerable women, many of whom
end up in temporary sex clubs and
massage parlours that have sprung
up around the country.

The agency’s “modern slavery
tsar” said web companies have
become the “key enabler for the
sexual exploitation of trafficked
victims in the UK” and demanded
action. 

“Pop-up” sex clubs have been
discovered in Cornwall, Cam-
bridge, Swindon and holiday cot-
tages in the Peak District, which
recently enraged the Bishop of
Derby, Alastair Redfern. 

The Sunday Times also found
three such clubs operating last
week in luxury flats near Hyde
Park, central London. 

Theresa May was briefed on the
growth of online sex trafficking on
Wednesday at a meeting of the
modern slavery taskforce — estab-
lished by the prime minister.

Last night senior government
sources said ministers are consid-
ering new laws to make internet
giants such as Google and Face-
book liable when human traffick-
ers use their sites to “pimp” their
victims to potential clients.

Downing Street officials said
that May and Matt Hancock, the

secretary of state for digital, cul-
ture, media and sport, are examin-
ing landmark legislation being
passed in America that for the first
time would make technology firms
and social media giants responsi-
ble if they publish content that
leads to trafficking.

In a statement issued by Down-
ing Street, May said: “Modern slav-
ery destroys the lives of some of
the most vulnerable in our society.
All too often we see criminal gangs
coerce people with false promises
of a better life, only to treat their
victims as commodities for sexual
exploitation.

“As the hosts of user-generated
content, internet companies can
and should be doing more to
prevent trafficking-related mate-
rial from appearing on their
platforms.”

SEX SCANDAL 
AT CHARITY FOR 
ABUSE VICTIMS

Internet giants 
‘profit’ from 
pop-up brothels
Tom Harper, Tim Shipman, Mary 
O’Connor and Danny Fortson 

No 10 considers new laws on sex trafficking 
Will Kerr, the NCA’s head of

vulnerabilities, said: “People are
using the internet and social media
sites to enable sexual exploitation
and trafficking. 

“It is clear that the internet plat-
forms which host and make a profit
out of this type of material need to
do more to identify and stop these
forms of exploitation.” 

The US laws, which were
resisted for months by the
Internet Association, an organisa-
tion funded by Google, Facebook
and others, will overturn more
than 20 years of blanket immunity
afforded to web companies that
profit from criminality on their
sites. 

It means that if people advertise
the services of trafficked women
and children and clients find them
using Google or Facebook, the tech
giants could be criminally liable.

The legislation, which is ex-
pected to pass through the Senate
shortly, makes firms liable if they
“knowingly assist, support or facil-
itate” content that leads to traffick-
ing. It was brought in specifically in
response to Backpage.com, which
has been labelled a “hub of human
trafficking, especially the traffick-
ing of minors”. 

Last week the UK version of the
listings site was still hosting hun-
dreds of explicit postings for sexual
services in Britain. Many were also
cross-listed on Facebook. 

The tech giants have spent mil-
lions on lobbyists to water down
and delay the new US internet
regulations in the name of free
speech. Facebook and other web
companies backed down late last
Continued on page 2 →

Internet giants were accused of
profiting from sex trafficking in
Britain last night as security chiefs
warned of a new wave of “pop-up
brothels” sweeping the country.

The National Crime Agency
(NCA) last night accused firms such
as Google and Facebook of “mak-
ing profits” from the trafficking of
vulnerable women, many of whom
end up in temporary sex clubs and
massage parlours that have sprung
up around the country.

The agency’s “modern slavery
tsar” said web companies have
become the “key enabler for the
sexual exploitation of trafficked
victims in the UK” and demanded
action. 

“Pop-up” sex clubs have been
discovered in Cornwall, Cam-
bridge, Swindon and holiday cot-
tages in the Peak District, which
recently enraged the Bishop of
Derby, Alastair Redfern. 

The Sunday Times also found
three such clubs operating last
week in luxury flats near Hyde
Park, central London. 

Theresa May was briefed on the
growth of online sex trafficking on
Wednesday at a meeting of the
modern slavery taskforce — estab-
lished by the prime minister.

Last night senior government
sources said ministers are consid-
ering new laws to make internet
giants such as Google and Face-
book liable when human traffick-
ers use their sites to “pimp” their
victims to potential clients.

Downing Street officials said
that May and Matt Hancock, the

secretary of state for digital, cul-
ture, media and sport, are examin-
ing landmark legislation being
passed in America that for the first
time would make technology firms
and social media giants responsi-
ble if they publish content that
leads to trafficking.

In a statement issued by Down-
ing Street, May said: “Modern slav-
ery destroys the lives of some of
the most vulnerable in our society.
All too often we see criminal gangs
coerce people with false promises
of a better life, only to treat their
victims as commodities for sexual
exploitation.

“As the hosts of user-generated
content, internet companies can
and should be doing more to
prevent trafficking-related mate-
rial from appearing on their
platforms.”

SEX SCANDAL 
AT CHARITY FOR 
ABUSE VICTIMS

Internet giants 
‘profit’ from 
pop-up brothels
Tom Harper, Tim Shipman, Mary 
O’Connor and Danny Fortson 

No 10 considers new laws on sex trafficking 
Will Kerr, the NCA’s head of

vulnerabilities, said: “People are
using the internet and social media
sites to enable sexual exploitation
and trafficking. 

“It is clear that the internet plat-
forms which host and make a profit
out of this type of material need to
do more to identify and stop these
forms of exploitation.” 

The US laws, which were
resisted for months by the
Internet Association, an organisa-
tion funded by Google, Facebook
and others, will overturn more
than 20 years of blanket immunity
afforded to web companies that
profit from criminality on their
sites. 

It means that if people advertise
the services of trafficked women
and children and clients find them
using Google or Facebook, the tech
giants could be criminally liable.

The legislation, which is ex-
pected to pass through the Senate
shortly, makes firms liable if they
“knowingly assist, support or facil-
itate” content that leads to traffick-
ing. It was brought in specifically in
response to Backpage.com, which
has been labelled a “hub of human
trafficking, especially the traffick-
ing of minors”. 

Last week the UK version of the
listings site was still hosting hun-
dreds of explicit postings for sexual
services in Britain. Many were also
cross-listed on Facebook. 

The tech giants have spent mil-
lions on lobbyists to water down
and delay the new US internet
regulations in the name of free
speech. Facebook and other web
companies backed down late last
Continued on page 2 →



Top officials at Backpage.com  
indicted after classifieds site taken offline

Since the publication of The Sunday Times article, there have been dramatic 
events taking place across the pond. As you will see in the accompanying article in 
the Washington Post, on 9th April seven senior officials from Backpage.com were 
arrested and all of Backpage.com’s websites seized. As you will read, Backpage.com 
was used by traffickers to advertise girls for sex. This is a major breakthrough in the 
fight against trafficking, read on …..

Seven top officials of the website 
Backpage.com, long accused of 
facilitating child sex trafficking, have been 
arrested after a grand jury in Phoenix 
issued a 93-count indictment alleging 
conspiracy, facilitating prostitution and 
money laundering.

The arrests come after the government 
seized all of Backpage’s websites around 
the world on Friday.

The indictment was unsealed Monday 
after all defendants made their first 
appearances before a magistrate in 
Phoenix. Among those charged are 
the site’s founders, Michael Lacey and 
James Larkin. Carl Ferrer, the site’s 
current owner, was not charged. But the 
indictment claims the site continued 
to be financed by Lacey, Larkin and 
two other co-owners who retained 
operational control of Backpage.

The indictment accuses Backpage of 
facilitating prostitution committed by 
those posting ads on the site, specifically 
citing 17 victims trafficked on Backpage, 
some as young as 14. Authorities also 
allege the company laundered some 
of the estimated $500 million in 
prostitution-related revenue the site had 
generated since its launch in 2004.

“Virtually every dollar flowing into 
Backpage’s coffers represents the 
proceeds of illegal activity,” according to 
the indictment.

The government alleges that Backpage 
netted profits of more than $112 million in 
2013 and more than $134 million in 2014. 
A Senate report issued last year said that 
Backpage ran sites for 943 locations in 97 
countries and 17 languages.

In addition to the criminal counts, 
the government is seeking to seize 10 
residences in California, Arizona, Texas 
and Illinois, 25 bank accounts and 35 
website domains in the United States and 
20 other countries.

“Many of the ads published on Backpage 
depicted children who were victims of 
sex trafficking,” the indictment states. 
“Although Backpage has sought to create 
the perception that it diligently attempts 
to prevent the publication of such ads, the 
reality is that Backpage has allowed such 
ads to be published while declining — for 
financial reasons — to take necessary 
steps to address the problem.”

Backpage has said that it assists law 
enforcement in tracking down victims 
and perpetrators of crimes, which some 
police officials have corroborated, and 
is not a participant in the advertising on 
the site. Some in the sex worker industry 
say that removing Backpage from the 
Internet takes away a safe mechanism 
for screening clients and that the ads will 
simply move to sites outside the country 
or to social media.

The federal investigation in Phoenix 
was first disclosed by Backpage in a 
court filing in February 2017. Lacey and 
Larkin created Backpage in Phoenix as 
owners of the New Times alternative 
weekly newspaper chain, which became 
Village Voice Media Holdings after Lacey 
and Larkin bought the iconic New York 
weekly.

Backpage’s general counsel, Liz 
McDougall, did not return messages 
seeking comment. Larry Kazan, who 
told the Arizona Republic he was 
representing Lacey, also did not return a 
message.

Backpage is a classified ads website that 
grew after Craigslist.com stopped hosting 
“Adult Services” ads in 2010. Embedded 
among the ads for adult prostitutes on 
Backpage were solicitations for teenage 
girls and boys, anti-sex trafficking 
advocates said, enabling pimps to 
repeatedly sell children for sex. Though 
Backpage closed its “Adult Services” 
section in January 2017, the ads promptly 
reappeared in the “Dating” section, most 

recently with very little written copy 
accompanying photos of the males and 
females seeking dates.

[Backpage has always claimed it doesn’t 
control sex-related ads. New documents 
show otherwise]

One 16-year-old girl in Chicago was 
killed in 2016 after responding to an ad 
placed by her pimp on Backpage. The 
indictment discusses another girl who 
was killed after being prostituted on 
Backpage, a case in which the assailant 
then attempted to burn his victim’s body. 
Backpage refused the victim’s father’s 
request to remove the ads showing 
his deceased daughter, the indictment 
said. The National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children has said that 73 
percent of the child trafficking reports 
it receives from the public stem from 
Backpage.

“For years, Backpage.com has been a 
major hub of sex trafficking, the place 
where some of our nation’s most 
vulnerable women and children have 
been bought and sold,” said Lauren 
Hersh, national director of World Without 
Exploitation. “The closure of Backpage 
removes one of the most prolific online 
platforms of exploitation. It is high time to 
hold websites accountable for the harm 
they knowingly cause by facilitating 
sexual exploitation.”

Mary Mazzio, whose documentary “I Am 
Jane Doe” featured women trafficked on 
Backpage, said, “I don’t think any of the 
children who filed suit against Backpage 
ever thought their fight for justice 
would result in a federal indictment or a 
legislative response. That Congress and 
the Department of Justice would respond 
with urgency to the voices of these 
children, as well as survivors from across 
the country, who lined up, shoulder to 
shoulder in support of these children, is 
stunning.”

Seizing websites is not a new tactic for 



the Justice Department. The department 
last year said it had shut down AlphaBay, 
a site on the dark Web that functioned 
as an illicit marketplace for guns, drugs 
and fake documents. It has previously 
seized websites suspected of facilitating 
prostitution, such as RentBoy.com 
and MyRedBook.com, and obtained 
convictions of the sites’ operators.

But Backpage had evaded prosecution, 
in large part by invoking the 
Communications Decency Act. Enacted 
in 1996, the law provides legal immunity 
for website operators for content posted 
by third parties, so long as the operators 
weren’t involved in creating the content. 
Lawsuits brought by women who had 
been trafficked on Backpage were 
dismissed by federal courts in Chicago 
and Boston because of the immunity 
granted by Section 230 of the Decency 
Act, as was a criminal case in California 
filed by the attorney general there.

The courts in each case invited Congress 
to amend the Decency Act. So the 
Senate subcommittee on investigations 
launched a probe into Backpage and 
found that Backpage employees were 
editing prostitution ads to delete 
references to underage girls, while still 
allowing the ads to be posted.

In addition, The Washington Post found 
that Backpage had hired a contractor 
in the Philippines to solicit ads from 
prostitutes advertising on other websites, 
creating ready-made ads for them on 
Backpage, though Backpage had said 
it was not involved in creating content. 
The indictment cites the Philippines 

operation and said internal emails 
showed that it was part of a “five-year 
business plan” and that the “main task is 
international market content acquisition.”

Members of the House and Senate 
launched bills last year to amend 
Section 230, and a combined version of 
those passed both houses last month. 
Nicknamed “FOSTA,” for the Fight Online 
Sex Trafficking Act, it would enable 
victims and state prosecutors to pursue 
websites in criminal and civil court 
without being blocked by Section 230.  

It is awaiting President Trump’s signature 
or veto.

But opponents of the bill noted that 
federal prosecutors already had the tools 
to pursue websites such as Backpage, 
and the new indictment indeed did not 
require the new legislation. It accuses 
Backpage of being on notice for many 
years, from law enforcement, news media 
and its own public relations firm, that 
most of its ads were thinly veiled offers 
for prostitutes.

In addition to one conspiracy count, 50 
counts of facilitating prostitution cite 
specific ads published on Backpage 
between September 2013 and February 
of this year

The indictment also includes one 
count of conspiracy to commit money 
laundering and 41 counts of alleged 
instances where sums of money as large 
as $5 million were shifted between banks 
to avoid detection.

That included routing the money 
through seemingly unrelated businesses, 
wiring it through other countries and 
converting it in and out of bitcoin and 
other forms of cryptocurrency, according 
to the indictment.

In addition to Lacey and Larkin, also 
indicted were Backpage executive vice 
president Scott Spear, chief financial 
officer John “Jed” Brunst, sales and 
marketing director Dan Hyer, operations 
manager Andrew Padilla and assistant 
operations manager Joye Vaught.

Backpage.com founders James Larkin, left, and Michael Lacey appear on Capitol Hill in January 2017. (Cliff Owen/AP)
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Please Do Not Let Recent Charity 
Scandals Deter You From Donating

Your Personal Data  
is Safe With Us

Over the past few months there have been reports in the media of wrong-doing at various charities, this behaviour does little to 
help those organisations undertaking good work and can be very damaging to the third sector image and reputation. The Charity 
Commission is undertaking a number of investigations into a small number of high profile, global charities. Strong management, 
governance and transparency is the answer.

The trustees at Kindled Spirit are keen to point out that all our time is voluntary and no payments are made to individuals, all our 
funds (less minor expenses for event organisation, marketing and printing) is donated to Kshamata, a formally registered Indian 
charity, the governance of which we monitor closely.

On 25th May 2018 the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)  
comes into force across Europe, the purpose is to strengthen and  
unify data protection for individuals within the EU. 

SOME KEY POINTS:
• Kindled Spirit does not share or sell data to anyone.

• We do not store personal data, except email addresses, which we use for internal purposes only, e.g. for 
emailing newsletters, notification of events and fundraising initiatives.

• All email addresses have been collected either through people contacting us, through fundraising events, 
or through Mydonate, when making a donation on-line.

• All data held by Mydonate is stored and protected by BT systems.

• If you wish to delete your email address from our mailing list, please contact: info@kindledspirit.org.uk

Please write to us at the above email address if you have any concerns.

Check the charity is registered with the Charity Commission

Is the charity registered with HMRC for Gift Aid

Regular or ‘one off’ donations can be made to Kindled Spirit simply through Mydonate, 
also allowing Gift Aid claims

Other tax relief can be made via your personal tax return, this includes allowing higher 
earners to lower their tax bills by claiming a rebate of the difference between basic and 
higher or additional tax rates

For US citizens we have achieved ED status, meaning that Kindled Spirit is recognised 
by the US tax authorities as if it were a US charity for tax allowances

Give As You Earn – some companies offer a payroll giving scheme for employees. 
Donations are taken from pre-tax earnings, providing tax relief in a slightly different 
way from Gift Aid. Each £1 donation costs a basic rate taxpayer 80p, a higher rate tax 
payer 60p or top earners 55p.

There are benefits of donating to a small charity like Kindled Spirit, as we are 
very transparent and you are still able to take advantage of the UK Governments’ 
Gift Aid and tax relief measures.



After Leaving  
The Village  
BOOK REVIEW 
I read ‘After Leaving The Village’ with great interest, not only because of the 
subject matter, but because I knew the author. Up until now I have never read a 
novel where that was the case. Helen and I worked for the same company for a 
number of years, after I left I went on to set-up Kindled Spirit and after she left, 
she wrote her first novel. These two acts are completely un-related and pure 
coincidence. I guess it demonstrates how large and important the subject of 
human trafficking is, for all the wrong reasons.

So, onto the book, the story starts in a remote village in Albania where Odeta, 
a teenage girl lives with her family. They lead a very simple life; she goes to 
school and works in her father’s shop, but has dreams, like most teenagers do. 
She dreams of getting away from the village and pursuing her life elsewhere 
and reads about the glamourous life in the west. 

One day Odeta is working in the shop when she hears the purring of a 
car engine, not the usual, rough sound of the local vehicles. A handsome, 
young man enters the shop to buy cigarettes, he asks for an international 
brand, demonstrating his cultured taste. His demeanour and his talk excites 
Odeta. Over the following weeks her relationship with Kreshnik will build, 
he promises her the opportunity to travel to the UK and work in his family’s 
business. She suspects nothing, when he insists on taking ‘unclothed’ 
photographs of her, she thinks it all part of the courting scene. Little did she 
know the photos were being used for other purposes.

Eventually Kreshnik persuades Odeta’s family to let her travel to the UK, her 
only concern was that she was travelling on a passport with another girl’s name 
in it, she was told by Kreshink that this was to save money, as a new passport 
would be very expensive.

On arriving in London, Odeta and Kreshnik are met at the airport by a scruffy 
man, who spoke quietly with Kreshnik, before Odeta was frogged marched to a 
van, securely strapped in and driven away. Her nightmare had only just begun.

She had been sold into the world of sex trafficking, why ? well you will have 
to read the book, I do not want to unravel the story here. Suffice to say, Odeta 
comes into contact with the neighbour, illustrating how in real life, we the 
general public are a key weapon in the fight against this terrible crime. 

Sadly, the book tells an all too familiar story in real life, the book has been 
well researched, with Helen and her son Alex travelling to Albania on a fact 
gathering exercise. Having met Helen’s son Alex during a previous charity 
engagement, I am sure the trip was fun, even though the subject being 
researched is very dark.

‘After Leaving The Village’ is written in a style that makes it hard to put down, 
you so want to know the final outcome.

Read it, it’s great, but remember that this story depicts the life of many girls from 
Eastern Europe, Albania etc. who are trafficked each year to service the huge 
demand for illicit sex across Europe. A damning indictment of our society.

Note that, more minors are trafficked into the UK from Albania than from 
any other country, with the exception of Vietnam – source UK Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner

How can you help, read the accompanying article about what to look out for, 
the signs of human trafficking in your neighbourhood.

“Read it, it’s great, but 
remember that this story 

depicts the life of many girls 
from Eastern Europe, Albania 

etc. who are trafficked each 
year to service the huge 

demand for illicit sex across 
Europe. A damning indictment 

of our society.”
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Spotting The Signs of  
Modern Day Slavery in UK
•  Is the victim in possession of a passport, identification or travel documents? Are these  

documents in possession of someone else?

•   Does the victim act as if they were instructed or coached by someone else? Do they allow 
others to speak for them when spoken to directly?

•   Was the victim recruited for one purpose and forced to engage in some other job? Was their 
transport paid for by facilitators, whom they must pay back through providing services?

•   Does the victim receive little or no payment for their work? Is someone else in control of 
their earnings?

•   Was the victim forced to perform sexual acts?

•   Does the victim have freedom of movement?

•   Has the victim or family been threatened with harm if the victim attempts to escape?

•   Is the victim under the impression they are bonded by debt, or in a situation of 
dependence?

•   Has the victim been harmed or deprived of food, water, sleep, medical care or other life 
necessities?

•   Can the victim freely contact friends or family? Do they have limited social interaction or 
contact with people outside their immediate environment?

Source – The Salvation Army


